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MARCH MEETING, 1877. 

A stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 8th instant, 
at 11 o'clock A.M. ; the President, Mr. Winthrop, in the 
chair. 

The Secretary read his record of the last meeting, which 
was approved. 

The Librarian read his list of donors for the last month. 

The President then said : — 

We are not, in any sense, gentlemen, I need hardly say, a 
political society. Party politics, certainly, have no place 
here. We are many men of many minds, on all subjects, — 
political, historical, theological, scientific, and social. But I 
am sure I shall violate no neutrality in saying, that we all 
breathe freer since the settlement of the vexed question of the 
presidency at Washington, and that we all rejoice to-day that 
our country has entered on a new term of administration, with 
every hope of prosperity and peace. 

The falling of the 4th of March on Sunday afforded the 
opportunity of another illustration of the different manner in 
which Sunday is observed at home and abroad. In almost 
all European countries, certainly, that day would have been 
eagerly selected for a great national festival. But the inau- 
guration of a new President of the United States, even at so 
critical a moment of our public affairs, was quietly postponed 
till Monday. I know not how many times this may have 
occurred before ; but I remember well that the same thing 
happened in 1849, when General Zachary Taylor entered on 
his brief presidential term. In looking over my old papers 
to verify this remembrance, I found one paper which I have 
ventured to bring here to-day, and to offer to the cabinet of 
the Society. It was my privilege, as the Speaker of the Thir- 
tieth Congress, which had just expired, to act as chairman of 
the committee to conduct General Taylor to the Capitol on 
the 5th of March, 1849. It seems but yesterday since I was 
trundling along Pennsylvania Avenue in a carriage and four, 
with ex-President Polk and the President-elect on the back 
seat, and with Mayor Seaton and myself on the front. Of 
that barouche-load I am the last survivor. After the cere- 
monies at the Capitol were over, and we resumed our places 
in the procession to the Executive Mansion, President Taylor 
kindly made me a present of the Inaugural Address, which he 
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had just delivered. Here it is, indorsed by me at the time. 
It is only a proof-sheet, with some pencil-mark corrections, 
each page wafered to a letter-sheet, and impressed with what 
seems to be a T, and the whole fastened together with a bit 
of common red tape. It is, however, strikingly characteristic 
of the unpretending simplicity of the brave and good old man 
who held it in his hand on that day, and for whose memory 
I have ever cherished an affectionate regard. I will have a 
proper cover prepared for it, and then deposit it here as a 
memorial of one of our American Olympiads. 

The Act in addition to an Act incorporating the Society, 
passed by the Legislature, was laid before the meeting, and 
was unanimously accepted. It reads as follows : — 

"Chapter 13. Commonwealth of Massachusetts. In the year one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven. An Act in addition to an 
Act to incorporate the Massachusetts Historical Society. Be it en- 
acted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: Section 1. 
The Massachusetts Historical Society is hereby authorized to hold real 
and personal estate in addition to its library to an amount of three 
hundred thousand dollars. Section 2. This act shall take effect upon 
its passage. 

" House of Representatives, February 14, 1877. Passed to be 
enacted. 

'•John D. Long, Speaker. 

" In Senate, February 15, 1877. Passed to be enacted. 

" John B. D. Cogswell, President. 

" February 16, 1877. Approved. 

"Alexander H. Rice. 

"Secretary's Department, Boston, March, 1877. 
" A true copy. Henky B. Peibce, 

" Secretary of the Commonwealth." 

The President referred to the agency of our second Vice- 
President, Professor Washburn, in procuring this amend- 
ment of the Society's charter, making mention, at the same 
time, of the severe illness by which he was then prostrated. 
Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Smith, it was unanimously 

Voted, That the Recording Secretary be requested to 
communicate to the Hon. Emory Washburn the thanks of 
the Society for his valuable services in carrying through 
the Legislature an Act in addition to an Act to incorpo- 
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rate the Massachusetts Historical Society, and to express to 
him the best wishes of the members for his early and entire 
restoration to health. 

The President read the following letter : — 

Chaklestown, March 7, 1877. 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, 

Pies. Mass. Hist. Society. 

Sir, — I wish to present through you to the Massachusetts Histori- 
cal Society this frame, inclosing certificates given to my father, Samuel 
Moore, signed by the Burgh Master of Ghent ; also a bronze medal 
accompanying it. 

Samuel Moore was the captain of the brig " Governor Brooks," 
of Boston, the first American vessel that entered the port of Ghent 
under the American flag after the opening of the canal. The medal 
was stamped to perpetuate the opening of the port. 

The " Governor Brooks" sailed from Charleston, S. C, and entered 
the port of Ghent April 20, 1829. 

Respectfully yours, 

Mrs. Martha H. Stone. 
No. 12 Essex Street, Charlestown, Mass. 

The grateful acknowledgments of the Society were ordered 
for the gift. 

The President called attention to the sumptuous privately 
printed volume on the table this morning, entitled " Some 
Account of the Taylor Family (originally Taylard), compiled 
and edited by Peter Alfred Taylor, M.P". London, 1875." 

It seems that only one hundred copies of the volume had 
been printed, and ours was numbered 51. It was a gift from 
the author, of whom it contained a portrait. There were also, 
among its numerous illustrations, portraits of John Wilkes, 
Bishop Hoadly, Oliver Cromwell, and many others of less 
public interest. 

Among the family letters, there was one from Rebecca 
Taylor to her niece Elizabeth, which contained the following 
passage : " Your brothers, both Dan and William, are very 
good to me. God bless the lads. Dan has made me a noble 
present, — the medal of Washington, that brave man ; and I 
make Miss Barnet drink his health whenever she comes, 
though she called him coward." The letter was written 
about 1778, and shows that there were two opinions about 
Washington among Englishwomen as early as 1778, and that 
a medal of him had already found its way to at least one who 
prized it highly. 
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In the introduction to this volume, Mr. Taylor speaks of 
the valuable assistance of Colonel Chester, a well-known 
American archaeologist, as follows : " In July of that year 
(1862) I made a speech in the House of Commons on the 
American war against a proposal for intervention in the interest 
of the South. Colonel Chester wrote, expressing his warm 
approbation and thanks, and asking for any information in 
regard to our family, which might be interesting in the United 
States, and which he might make use of as a correspondent 
of the American press." Out of this correspondence, which 
is fully given in the Appendix, the magnificent and costly 
volume on the table seems to have come ; and Colonel Ches- 
ter's labors and researches contributed no small part of it. 

Our first duty, however, was to return our grateful ac- 
knowledgments to Mr. Taylor for so sumptuous an addition 
to our library, and for making this Society the recipient of 
the only copy which had thus far come over to America. 

It was thereupon voted unanimously that the President be 
requested to make a special communication of our thanks to 
Mr. Taylor, in addition to our ordinary formal certificate. 

The President then called attention to another smaller vol- 
ume, which had come to us in the same parcel. It was entitled 
" A Royal Descent, with other Pedigrees and Memorials. 
Compiled by Thomasin Elizabeth Sharpe. London, 1875." 

This volume was also privately printed, and contained 
many autograph additions and annotations by the compiler, 
whose pedigree was traced back to King Edward I. 

The thanks of the Society were unanimously ordered to 
Miss Sharpe for this acceptable gift ; and the President was 
requested to communicate them to her. 

The President then proceeded as follows : — 

We ought not to forget, gentlemen, that we owe the presen- 
tation of the costly volume of Mr. Taylor to the kind in- 
tervention of our Corresponding Member, Colonel Chester. 
It will be seen, too, on examining the volume, and that of 
Miss Sharpe also, that Colonel Chester has supplied no small 
portion of the materials of them both. His labors and re- 
searches in the line of genealogy and of history have been 
untiring of late years, and have been signalized by most inter- 
esting and important results. His recent publication, under 
the auspices of the Harleian Society, of the registers of West- 
minster Abbey, has been hailed on all sides, by the antiquaries 
and historical students of England, as a most valuable contri- 
bution to history. Dedicated to the Queen, by her Majesty's 
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permission, it has received from her Majesty more than one 
gracious and graceful recognition. In sending to Colonel 
Chester the recently published second volume of the " Life of 
the Prince Consort," with the autograph inscription, " To 
Colonel Chester, from Victoria, R. & I.," she accompanied 
it with a message to him, " that she had not been forgetful of 
his labors, and wished him to understand how much she ap- 
preciated them." She had already sent him the first volume. 

Colonel Chester, I learn, has engaged to prepare, for the 
New Shakspeare Society, a volume of the wills of authors 
and actors of the reigns of Elizabeth and James, with annota- 
tions. 

Meantime, he is promising to give us new materials for 
the reconstruction, on a more authentic basis, of the Pedigree 
of Washington. 

It cannot fail to be a subject of interest and pride with 
Americans that a fellow-countryman of our own should be 
successfully and signally associated with researches which 
have so great an interest on both sides of the Atlantic. 

The President was thereupon requested to communicate 
our acknowledgments to Colonel Chester, with our con- 
gratulations on the success of his labors. 

Dr. Green read the following brief account of the Battle 
of Bunker Hill from the leaf of a journal of Thomas Boynton, 
a soldier belonging to Andover : — 

Thomas Boynton's Journal. 

Andover, April 19, 1775. This morning, being Wednesday, about 
the sun's rising, the town was alarm'd with the news that the Regu- 
lars was on their march to Concord ; upon which ihe town mustered, 
and about 10 o'clock marched onward for Concord. In Tewksbury 
news came that the Regulars had fired on our men in Lexington, and 
had kil'd 8. In Bilricke news came that the enemy were killing and 
slaying our men in Concord. Bedford we had news that the enemy 
had killed 2 of our men, and had retreated back ; we shifted our course 
and persued after them as fast as possible, but all in vain ; the enemy 
had the start 3 or 4 miles. It is said that there number were about 
1,500 men. They were persued as far as Charlestown that night; the 
next day they past Charles River. The loss they sustained as we here 
were 500, our men about 40. To return, after we came into Concord 
rode, we saw houses burning, and others plundred, and Ac ad bodies of 
the enemy lying by the way, others taken prisoners. About 8 at night 
our regiment came to a halt in notime. The next morning we came 
into Cambridge and their abode. 

May 13. The hole armey marched to Charlestown, a long side the 
men of war, which gave them great surprise. 
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June 16. Three regiments were ordered to peraid at C o'clock in 
the afternoon, namely : Con 1 Frys and Con 1 Bridgs and Con 1 Prescots, 
after which being done, we attended prayers, and about 9 at night we 
marched to Charlestown with about a 1000 men, and at about 11 
o'clock we began to entrench in sight of Boston and the shiping. At 
the sun's rising they began to fire upon us from the shiping ; the 3 d or 
4 th shot they kild one man, and many others escaped very narrowly. 
At length they ceased their fire. Our work went on continually; they 
began again about 8 or 9 o'clock, from Corps Hill, and continued a 
hot fire. About 2 or 3 o'clock, the enemy landed, and advanced toards 
us, its thot to the number of 2000 men, and soon planted their cannon 
and began the fire, and advancing up to our fort. After they came within 
gun shot we fird, and then ensud a very hot engagement. After a 
number of shots passed, the enemy retreated, and we ceased our fire 
for a few minutes. They advanced again, and we began a hot fire for a 
short time. The enemy scaling our walls and the number of our men 
being few, we was ordered to retreat, at which time the enemy were 
allmost round us, and a continual firing at our heals. In the engage- 
ment we lost William Haggot, Joseph Chandler, and Philip Abbot. 
Wounded : Lieut's Isaac Abbot, Serg't Joshua Lovjoy, James Turner, 
Jeremiah Wardwell, Stephen Chandler, and Israel Holts, of our 
company. 

August 26. Saterday night a party of our men went on what is 
cald the Plowd Hill, and entrenchd. Sabath day the enemy began to 
fire ; they kild 2 men. Our reg* was mustred and marched down to 
Winter Hill, whare they continued all day ; at night we marchd down 
to s* Plowd Hill and entrenched. In the night there was a smart 
shower, and very sharp lightning and thunder ; the most of us wet to 
the skin. At about 7 o'clock we was releaved, the enemy fird not a 
gun at us. 

The President read a letter from the Hon. Hiland Hall, of 
Bennington, Vt., relating to the Battle of Bennington. 
Mr. Paige made the following remarks : — 

Mr. Pbesident, — Several weeks ago, I mentioned to you 
my hope that I might to-day present to our Society, as a birth- 
day offering, my long-delayed " History of Cambridge." I 
regret that I cannot fully execute my purpose ; but at the 
suggestion of our Librarian, Dr. Green, I have laid on the 
table an unbound copy of the volume, to be replaced by an- 
other in a more comely form before our next meeting. I 
should have hesitated to adopt this unusual mode of presen- 
tation, had I not been so forcibly admonished by the sudden 
prostration and the present critical condition of our honored 
associate, ex-Governor Washburn, that one who has attained 
the age of seventy-five years has a very slender hold on life. 
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I cannot disguise from myself the fact that if I should post- 
pone the matter even for a single month, I might lose the 
opportunity to crave indulgence for my shortcomings gene- 
rally, and especially for treating so briefly two very important 
subjects ; namely, the foundation and management of Harvard 
College, and the military occupation of Cambridge at the 
commencement of the Revolutionary War. The history of 
the College is too important to be treated as a mere fraction 
of a more general history ; moreover, it has already been three 
times written, — by its librarian, Benjamin Peirce ; by its 
president, the venerable Josiah Quincy ; and by its treasurer, 
Samuel A. Eliot. So thoroughly has the work been performed, 
that little was left for me, except to correct a singular error. 
It has been stated that the grant of £400 by the General 
Court, for the establishment of the College, was made on the 
eighth day of September, 1636 ; and the corresponding day in 
1836 was devoted to the celebration of its two hundredth an- 
niversary. But the records of the General Court show that 
the grant was made on the twenty-eighth day of October, 
1636 ; consequently, the celebration occurred too early by 
seven weeks. The military occupation of the town has been 
so fully described by our Treasurer, Mr. Frothingham, in 
his " Siege of Boston," and in his subsequent publications, 
that scarcely a fact remained to be gleaned. As these two 
subjects have been so entirely monopolized by those who were 
in the field before me, I hope to be pardoned for devoting my 
attention chiefly to others, even though apparently less inter- 
esting and attractive. 

The President said he was sure that the whole Society 
would unite with him in a grateful acknowledgment of these 
advance pages of so interesting a work, and in offering to its 
author — an advanced Paige himself — our hearty congratu- 
lations and best wishes on his seventy-fifth birthday. 

The Seal of the Historical Society. 

Mr. Deane made the following remarks respecting the seal 
of the Society : — 

I think I once heard a member of this Society inquire where 
Judge Davis got the device on the seal of the Historical 
Society. I suppose the inquiry had reference to the union 
of the motto with the bee-hive. But the latter part of one of 
the lines, from which our motto originally came, naturally 
suggests the bee-hive, — 

" Sic vos non vobis mellificatis apes." 
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Some years ago, I picked up a curious volume printed by 
the famous John Dunton in 1692, " at the sign of the Raven 
in the Poultry," entitled the " Complete Library," which con- 
tains on its title-page the device of the Historical Society, with 
some additions to it. The motto is given in the first person, 
instead of the second, and at length, — 

" Sic nos non nobis mellificamus apes." * 

I do not suppose Judge Davis ever saw this. Our late 
assistant-librarian, Dr. Appleton, subsequently called my 
attention to a representation more nearly corresponding to our 
device, — indeed, almost identical with it. It forms a vignette 
at the bottom of an engraved plate, containing the portraits 
of George Allan and William Hutchinson, Esqs., facing the 
title-page to the eighth volume of Nichols's " Literary Anec- 
dotes," published in 1814. It is the bee-hive, with the bees 
flying round it, and the motto on a scroll beneath, " Sic vos 
non vobis, &c." This line has always been regarded as a 
favorite motto for quotation, to indicate devoted and disinter- 
ested labor, that is to say, for the good of others ; and the bee 
as the fitting emblem to represent that sentiment. The other 
objects likewise suggested in the companion lines f of the poet, 
namely, the patient ox, which, uncomplaining, bears the yoke, 
and the innocent sheep, which yields for our comfort its rich 
fleece, more valuable and not less golden than that which 
Jason sought, equally represent the sentiment embodied in 
our chosen motto. 

The Historical Society appear to have delayed adopting a 
seal until a late day. The records show that, on the 27th of 
January, 1795, — four years after the Society was instituted, 
and one year after its incorporation, — Mr. Winthrop J re- 
ported a device for a seal, which was referred to the next 
meeting ; and, in the mean time, each member was requested 
to give his attention to the subject. The records, however, 
are silent as to any action taken on this report and request ; 
and it is not stated what Mr. Winthrop's device was. Dr. 
Belknap appears to have exercised his mind on the subject ; 

* The following lines are there inscribed beneath the bee-hive : — 

" All plants yield honey as you see, 
To the industrious chymick bee." 

t Sic vos non vobis fertis aratra boves, 
Sic vos non vobis mellificatis apes, 
Sic vos non vobis velle'ra fertis oves, 
Sic vos non vobis nidificatis aves. 

% The Hon. James Winthrop, of Cambridge. 
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for I find in his interleaved almanac for 1796 the following, in 
his hand : " Device and motto for a seal for Historical So- 
ciety : — 

" A flying eagle, a ranging wolf, and a shark, all seeking 
their prey." 

" Prisca novaque, man, caelo, terraque, petamus." 

I do not know where Dr. Belknap picked up this line ; prob- 
ably it is his own composition. The Latin may be good ; but, 
if intended for an hexameter line, critics will say it is bad. 

The wide range suggested by such a device and motto will 
be explained by remembering that natural history was among 
the objects of pursuit contemplated when the Society was 
formed. 

In a letter to Mr. Hazard, announcing the formation of 
the Society, Dr. B. says : " We intend to be an active, not a 
passive, literary body ; not to lie waiting, like a bed of oysters, 
for the tide (of communication) to flow in upon us, but to 
seek and find, to preserve and communicate, literary intelligence, 
especially in the historical way." 

There is no evidence, at least in the records, that Dr. 
Belknap's device was 1 ever proposed to the Society ; and 
no further action appears to have been taken relative to 
the subject till Aug. 27, 1833, when it was "Voted, That 
the President [Judge Davis] be a committee to prepare a 
device for a seal for the Society, and report at the next meet- 
ing." Under date, Feb. 27, 1834, " the President reported a 
device and motto for a seal, — a bee-hive, with the line, Sic 
vos non vobis." Thereupon it was " Voted, That the report 
of the President respecting the seal be accepted, and that it 
be referred to him to procure its execution." March 27, 
1834, " The President reported that he had procured a seal, 
and [he] presented a box with it for its preservation." 

The next meeting being the Annual Meeting, the President, 
by request of the members, appointed a committee to nominate 
a list of officers, consisting of Messrs. Brooks, Goddard, and 
Upham. He also appointed a committee on the Treasurer's 
accounts, consisting of Mr. William Amory and Messrs. Ma- 
son and Lawrence. 

The day of the Annual Meeting, the 12th of April, coming 
on Fast Day, it was voted to hold the next meeting on 
Wednesday, the 11th, the day preceding. 



